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Salmon Creek debate raises
spectre of building code wars

By CHARLES RAPPLEYE
Journal Staff Writer .

Supervisors made it clear
yvesterday there will be no
perpetual community at Salmon
Creek Farm, a collectively-
owned coast commune, but
residents will have to wait two
weeks for a final ruling from the
board.

Supervisors said tentatively
they expect to impose restric-
tions on sale and transfer of pro-
perty at the commune, with the
ultimate goal of abating all but
two of the non-code structures.

But the board continued their
decision pending further staff
work and legal al;uch following
an aflernoon hearing before
roughly 70 onlookers at the
Ukiah Veteran's Hall.

Salmon: Creek is one of the
first of the county's illegally-
built communities to be review-
ed under provisions of the

eneral plan that allow non-code

evelopment to bhe
“grandfathered-in"’ as a legal
use.

The commune was granted a
use permilt lo continue their

‘tion the intent section o

residency by the county plann-
ing commission lastyear, but the
decision was sent back by the
board for, further review.

A second, scaled-down permit
was issued, but was again
challenged, prompting yester-
da{s hearing.

esidents of the community
say they have minimal impact
on the area’s environment due to
their small-scale development
and land husbandry practices.

But some neighbors challeng-
ed Salmon Creek Farm's re-
quest for legalization as an
assault on the legal processes
established to direct land use
and development in the county,

The debate brought into gques-
the
energl plan, written specifical-
y to deal with the problem of an
estimated 3,700 illegal, non-code

homes dotting the ridges and

rural valleys of the county.
Salmon Creek residents, who
live in a community with 14
small homes and a few general-
use community buildings spread
across 24 acres on the southern

“slope of Albion Ridge, cited the

. county's building code debate

. B

il:tint section in requesting legal
statlus.

Their ents challenged
the requgrsitw;ls a \Fiﬂlﬂﬁm'l.g of
other health and safety elemenis
of the general plan, and said the
intent section itself is illegal.

The debate drew impassioned
appea]s from both sides of the

“Much has been made
about enforcement of the la
sald Claude Steiner, founder
Round Mountain, a similar
code community north of Ukiah.

“But bullding and zoning
codes are not the only law of this
land. There is also the bill of
rights, which guarantees people
Llle ight to be aﬂfe and secure in

I?wn homes."’

i E

er, an advocate Tor low-
ingome housing..

/“We all knew that the Green-
fields and the Salmon Creeks ex-
{sted when we went Htm:Fh the
general pian — and we said
we were going o resolve them.
If we don't have the tools to do

(Continued on Page 2)

fon today-is, have-
-w?gut mﬂ" ulﬁﬁbhsn' :

(Continued from Page 1)
that, we should change the plan

enfa

ment

“I'm here today to ask you
gentelmen to enforce the or-
dinances you and vour
predecessors have passed with
an equal hand fer all,"” said John
Milvo, a coast businessman who
t\)?]ibosed Supervisor Norman de

1in last June's primary elec-
tion. _

“These problems are being
appreached upside-down —
you're taking something that's

nent& responded with ap-
for striet umiﬂ Eniurcg-

aiready I1llegal and rying to

make it legal,” added Albion

Ridge resident Ed Way.
. Supervisors agreed that inten-

sive use on the rural, wooded

slope .[lh resented a problem, and
said .that eventually the use
should be abandoned.

“T want to tie the densities o

ownership and abate the uses as

the ownership changes hands, "
said Supervisor Jim Eddie.

“Eventua]lﬁi we'll have (o
slow down the densities and
reverse the practices there, |
can't agreé¢ with the planning
commission’s recommenda-
tions," he said.

e

“I don't want to see any people
displaced out of their houses™
added Supervisor John

.Cimolino. “‘But when they move

outy ;1. want to do something
about it. I.don't care if it Comes
next year, in 10 years, in 20
years."

Supervisor Dan Hamburg
worried that calls for abatement
would rekindle the rural
building wars that had been the
focus o lgenera] plan debale.

“Whal .this really calls for is
the demise of the intent section.
I feel like we're going back to
square one.”'

amburg agreed, however,
that the illegal uses should Le
abandoned as people move oul
of the commune,



