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Animal Estates 5.0 portland
Douglas F. Cooley Memorial Art Gallery, Reed College
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build a better snag! 
The Portland Animal Estate  
is a residential tower which 
simulates a snag, or dead  
tree, accommodating seven 
native Portland species. 

    5.0 PORTLAND, OREGON 
 

Vaux’s 
Swift

silver-haired  
bat

olive-sided  
flycather

White-breasted 
nuthatch

orange-rumped 
bumblebee

snail-eating 
ground beetle

northwestern 
garter snake
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5.01 ���� Vaux’s Swift 
Chaetura vauxi
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The top eight feet 
of the Portland 

Animal Estate tower 
is a hollow chimney 

cavity for the Swifts  
to nest in. 
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5.02 � White-breasted  
Nuthatch

Sitta carolinensis

Spaces in the 
center of the Portland 
Animal Estate, about five 
feet off the ground, serve 
as nesting cavities for  
the nuthatch. 
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5.03 � Olive-sided Flycatcher
Contopus cooperi

TO

The very top of the Portland 
Animal Estate features a six foot 

long cantilevered perch for 
the olive-sided flycatcher, 

angled up at the end just 
to make sure she is at  

the very top and close 
to the bugs. 
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5.04 � Silver-Haired Bat  
Lasionycteris noctivagans
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Louvered panels on the Portland Animal Estate 

tower simulate sloughing bark, accommodating 

silver-haired bats. The panels are painted black 

and face south to absorb the warmth of the sun 

for the heat loving bats.
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5.05 � Northwestern  
Garter Snake

Thamnophis sirtalis tetrataenia

A pile of salvaged 
concrete slabs on  
the south side of the  
Portland Animal 

Estate provide a warm 
place for the northwestern 

garter snake to sunbathe. 
Underneath there is a 
hibernaculum, a chamber 
for the long winter sleep.
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5.06 � Orange-Rumped 
Bumblebee

Bombus melanopygus
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The bottom of the 
Portland Animal 
Estate contains a 
nesting chamber  
for the bumblebee. 
The front door 
is a small bright 
magenta tube, the 
contrasting color 
attracts them. 
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5.07 � Snail-eating Ground 
Beetle 
Scaphinotus angulatus
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Logs at the base of the west  
side of the Portland Animal Estate  

provide cover for the snail-eating  
ground beetle. Keeping some snails 

around will also ensure that this  
beetle sticks around too. 
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