
Animal Estates 1.0: New York
plans for wood constructed estates for the Whitney Museum

These are plans and specs for the 12 “Animal Estates” to be located in the
Whitney sculpture court for the 2008 Biennial exhibition. The bold text
refers to elements to be built by those at the Whitney. The plain text
describes elements that will be provided or fabricated by the artist. Many of
the animal homes are located up on posts, the text in italics refers to
specifications of those posts.

General Notes:
- All nest boxes to be constructed of the same weather-resistant wood, and stained black.
- The holes of all nestboxes should be covered from the inside with black mesh to
prevent pigeons and others from roosting.
- These nest boxes are meant to approximate what anyone could build at home by
themselves, so they need not be complicated or perfectly finished.

Schedule:
[Feb 3 / Fritz arrives in NYC]
Feb 4-8 / install wood structure for beaver pond, dam and lodge (Whitney team)
Feb 5 / deliver pond liner (arranged by Noel Rose, received by Whitney team)
Feb 8 / lay pond liner (Noel Rose, Whitney team)
[Feb 9-10 / Fritz in Austin, TX]
Feb 8-13 / install and test pond equipment and fill (Noel Rose)
Feb 8-13 / install nestbox posts & lumber support for nest @ canopy (Whitney team)
Feb 13 / deadline: install all built-in elements in courtyard (Whitney team)
[Feb 14-16 / Fritz trip out of town to collect wood and branches]
Feb 17-20 / fabricate eagles nest & beaver lodge interior @ Firehouse (Fritz, Erica & Firehouse team)
Feb 21-24 / arrange beaver cut wood on site, final details (Fritz, Erica & team)
Feb 25 / deadline: delivery & install of plaques, eagle nest & lodge int. (Fritz, Erica & team)

Contacts:
Artist - Fritz Haeg /  323.829.5998 c / fritz@fritzhaeg.com
Assistant - Erica Browne / email@ericabrowne.com / 718-928-417
Pond consultant - Noel Rose / noelrose1@gmail.com/ 718-781-2830
Graphics (plaques & flags) - Penny Hardy / penny@psnewyork.com / 917-482-7642



 1.01: Bald Eagle {Haliaeetus leucocephalus}
- This is a drawing of the central drum base for the nest, the rest will be
fabricated off-site.
- This shape will be tested in place, around the lighting on top of the canopy
before taking it off-site to finish with twigs and branches.
- Dimensional lumber may need to be used as nailers at the joints to
reinforce the structure.



- The two halves of the 6’ h x 30” tall octagon drum will screw together on-
site after the exterior of each has been covered with branches and twigs
approx. 2’ deep.
- The drum will rest in part on the concrete parapet and in part on two 4x4’s
laid on top of the steel cross bracing on the canopy.



New York City Animal Estate 1.02 Barn Owl {Tyto alba}
- Note revised location & dimension of opening: 5” x 5”, about 2” from top.
- Install a small branch protruding below the entry hole as a roost.
- Locate at northwest corner of court (base in planter) atop a large
ROUND post (6” diam?) that is 12’ above sidewalk level, approx. 24’ above
court level.



1.03 Wood Duck {Aix sponsa}
- The entrance hole should be an oval that is 3 inches high and 4 inches
wide.
- A 3-inch wide strip of 1/4-inch mesh hardware cloth should be securely
fastened to the inside of the box under the entrance to function as a ladder
for the hen and newly hatched ducklings. The cut edges of this cloth should
be folded back before insertion to avoid injury to the ducklings.
- Locate on the wood duck house atop an eight foot 4x4 SQUARE post,
located in the center of the beaver lodge mound.



1.04 Purple Martin {Progne subis}
- The artist will provide the actual bird houses which consist of a series (5-10?) of
hollowed out gourds (10” tall) on brackets that will attach to the wood post at varying
heights
- Provide a 4” diameter, 12’ tall ROUND wood post on a sturdy base that
will sit at the lowest level of the beaver pond, a level area 36”x36” in 8” of
water. (This needs to be self-supporting since we are not able to penetrate
the pond liner). The base could be sand bagged, and should be cushioned
to prevent any damage to the pond liner.



1.05 Big Brown Bat {Eptesicus fuscus}
- make TWO of these bat houses (specs and drawings follow) and mount to
opposite sides of a 18’ ROUND post, with tri-pod wood base (tension wires
for lateral support). consult with artist for exact composition.











1.06 Mason Bee {Osmia lignaria}
- wood with grid of holes as trap nests
- to fill out most of available wall space on southern wall of sculpture court,
approx 10’ high x 15’ wide
- may be hung from the top of the wall to avoid drilling into the wall
- directions can be found here:
http://snohomish.wsu.edu/mg/ombblock/ombblock.htm
- consult with artist for composition, exact dimensions to come...



1.07 Northern Flying Squirrel {Glaucomys sabrinus}
- Install nestbox at the top of a SQUARE post (4” or 6”?) located in the
southwest corner of the sculpture court, that is 8’ above the level of the
sidewalk and approx. 20’ above the level of the courtyard.



1.08 Bobcat {Lynx rufus}
- A Sonotube (heavy duty paper tube for concrete form making) will
simulate a fallen tree with an opening for a bobcat den).
- Provide an 18” diameter, 12’ long Sonotube. Cut an opening approx. 12” in
diameter that is 30” from the end (this will be the bobcat den).
- The opposite end of the tube will be cut at a very steep angle, since it will
be leaning up against the beaver lodge at an angle, partly in the water. This
will completely conceal this end in the water & maintain the illusion of
depth in the pond.

1.09 Opossum {Didelphus virginiana}
- This will consist of a pile of rocks to be provided by the artist. These will be arranged
on top of the gravel at the drainage ditch adjacent to the canopy.

1.10 Eastern Tiger Salamander {Ambystoma tigrinum}
- This will consist of a pile of 24” long logs provided by the artist located in the
northwest corner of the courtyard, near the planter.

1.11 Eastern Mud Turtle {Kinosternon subrubrum}
- Provide a disk of plywood cut into a rough ovoid or egg shape that is
approximately 30” x 18”. This will serve as a sunning platform that will float
in the pond and be tethered to a rock in the water.
- Stain back and seal with a water proof marine urethane.



1.12 Beaver {Castor Canadensis}
- The artist will be on site to oversee installation of the pond structure from
February 4th - 8th.
- Noel Rose of Anchor Aquarium will be responsible for installing all
associated pumps and equipment after February 8th.
* Important note: It will be absolutely vital to create a perfectly level
perimeter of the pond since it has a fraction of an inch of water on all sides.

Drawings from Fritz Haeg Studio at 1/8” = 1’-0”
- Floor Plan
- Longitudinal Section
- Lateral Section
Details at 3” = 1’-0”
- Eastern pond edge at path
- Western pond edge at planter
Specifications for pond liner and equipment from Anchor Aquarium Service

A hollow wood-framed structure will be constructed on site, which will then be covered
with exterior grade plywood, covered by a primary tarp substrate and finally a 45 mil
Firestone ‘PondGard’ liner. The pond is designed as an inverted pyramid, with a fraction
of an inch of water around the perimeter and about 8 inches at the center 36” square
depression.

The shallow pond will have a pump that continuously circulates the water, and a
separate sump pump with a float switch, that will sense a drop in water level and trigger
the pump to immediately empty all of the water into the adjacent drainage ditch for the
entry canopy. The pond consultants from Anchor Aquariums will make regular
maintenance visits and will also be on call for 24 hour service.

The pond will need to be topped off with water every week, to compensate for water loss
from evaporation, which will be particularly evident with only 3/4” of water at the
perimeter. The circulation of the water with a pump and the addition of a saline solution
will inhibit freezing in the early weeks of the three month installation.

SPECIFICATIONS
Overall dimensions: 21’-10” x 40’-0”
Depth of water at perimeter: 3/4”
Depth of water at center: 8”
Dimensions of central platform: 36” x 36”
Volume of water: 256, 315 cubic inches
(divided by 243) = 1050 gallons of water
(x 8.3) = 8,750 pounds
Weight: .07 pounds per square inch or 10 pounds per square foot














