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wildlife - because of their spontaneous greening?’
The Unoficial Countryside, 1999
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But when I potter about abandoned dock basins

‘I still have a personal weakness for the improbable
and redundant cemeteries today, i am struck by a

and the idiosyncratic. I still find the thought of
rubbish tips, hugely uplifting and a metaphor for

the resilience and the regenerative powers

of nature.
marked as the prime sites for development in the

a kind of ecological slummer, an obsessive seeker
pically designated as ‘brownfield sites’, and ear-

of Mediterranean weeds flourishing in domestic
after romantically sq

foxes stealing through London’s west end at night,
This is more than a matter between me and

October 13th, 2011 — January 20th, 2012
my conscience.
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These crucial green refuge
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ser, is conife-
. Males emerge
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rous species such as fir, pine and cypress, which

years inside slowly
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, but also ash, elm, sycamore, lime,

London Wildlife Trust, 2000
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of live trees and shrubs, and are thus not a pest.
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growing in size. A wide range of woods are used,
they usually avoid. The larvae do not eat the wood
Instead they are an important decay agent, helping
to return the minerals of dead plant material to the
soil. Adults emerge from the soil beneath logs or
on sultry summer evenings an hour or two before

dusk. As adults they are short-lived and generall

hornbeam, apple, cherry and even some garden
die after mating, althoug

The stage beetle requires dead wood to complete
its llfec/\cle The eggs are laid underground by
over-winter in places such as compost' heaps.

logs, or stumps of dead trees, and the larva (or

grub) will spend up to seven
stumps from mid-May until late Ju

tree varieties. An exception, ho

especially oak
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